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THOUGHTS 



P^ THE LAT£ 

NEGOTIATION AT PARIS; 

&c. &c. 

tV hen the Parliament, wMch was convoked in Ac 
month of Odobcr laft, met for the difpatch of public 
bufinefis, it gave rife to the moft pleating expedatiocis 
among every order of men. The unanimity, difplaycd on 
the firft day of the prefent feffioii, lecmed to juQify the 
flattering anticipation of returning tranquillity. By the 
uneqid vocal recognition of the French Government and 
Gcxiftlturion, the great impediment to peace had been re- 
moved and done away. The nomination of an Embaifii- 
dor, fent to negotiate in the capital of the enemy, with the 
immediate agents of the executive authority in that country, 
appeaured to be an inconteftable proof of iincerity on our 
part. It went further, and indicated a zealous deiire 
to bring the war to a prompt termination. Tm&xng 
to thefe appearances of harmony at home, and to the de- 
mon&rations of a pacific difpoiition in the British Cabinet^ 
men in general yentiu'ed to confider the conclulion of a jud 
and honorable peace, founded on jMinciples of genend 
}u(lice, as an event apparently neUher very diAant, nor ve^ 
rlc. 
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In thefe conje^uresy and in thefe expe6tations, the na- 
tion has, however, been egregioufly and fatally miftaken. 
However folid may have appeared the grounds or fads 
upon which we reafoned, our concluiions have not proved 
the lefs erroneous. The negotiation from which fuch be- 
neficial efFeds to Europe and to mankind might have re- 
fultedy has been abruptly and finally broken off. No at- 
tempt to renew it on either fide, to explain fatisfadorily the 
caufes of rupture, or to heal the breach, has been hitherto 
made. The momentary unanimity, manifefied in the 
Houfe of Commons upon the addrefs to the Throne, has 
^ven place to mutual reproach, accufation, and afperity. 
The two countries, and the two parties, after their (hort 
and diflfembled approaches towards each other, have re- 
fumed their hoftile attitudes. Every hope or profpeft of 
immediate peace has vani(hed ; and the vifion to which 
we have fo fondly looked, is fucceeded by the melancholy, 
but necefiary preparations for a fifth camp^gn. 

Nor does this difappointment ori one hand, and the ne« 
ceflity of profecuting the war on the other, form the whole 
extent of the prefent calamity. The events by fea and land, 
foreign and domeftic, which have taken place fince the 
difmiflion of Lord Malmfbury from Paris, are by no 
means calculated to augment the hopes of the allies, or to 
check the fpirit of enterprize in the enemy. The death of 
Catherine the Second, at the moment when (he appeared 
to be ready to fign a fubfidiary treaty with Great Britain, 
and to enter a6lively on the fcene, has given a new afpe6t to 
the political Iky of the North. We are yet to learn what 
part her fucceffor, the new Emperor, may take in the great 
conteft which agitates Europe. The total evacuation of 
Corfica and of the Mediterranean by the Englifli, has left 
all the commerce of the Levant in the hands of France ; 
nor can we be furprized, if the Italian powers and ftates, 
who have been hitherto amicable or neutral, deftitute of 
prot^aion or fupport, haften to deprecate the refentment ci 
the Diredlory. The recent advices from the army of Al- 
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vinzy, followed by the fiirrender of Mantua, leave it doubt-* 
ful whether even the prefence of the Arch Duke Charles 
himfelf, can retrieve the affairs of the Houfe of Auftria in 
Lombardy. 

If from this pidture of alBTairs abroad, we turn our view 
to the profpeft at home, it is not more exhilarating. To 
whatever caufe we may attribute the late delay in fending 
out the fleet ; whether we fix it on the Firft Lord of the 
Board of Admiralty, or on any of the inferior officers, is a 
queftion of little moment. The fleet of France which 
might have been captured or deftroyed, has returned fafe to 
Breft. Emboldened by their efcape, and by the negative 
fuccefs of their expedition, they only wait for an occaiion 
to renew it under more favorable aufpices : while Europe, 
accullomed to exped from the Englifh navy, the mod rapid 
and vigilant exertions, regards our inadtivity with aftonifh- 
fnent and contempt. 

Meanwhile the ftorm gathers along the (hore of Bel- 
gium. From Dunkirk to the mouth of the Maefe and the 
Texel, all is preparation. The Dire6loty wait only for 
the fetting in of the eallerly winds, to waft over their 
legions and their manifeftos to the coaft of England. Al* 
ready troops aiTemble; and anarchy, veiled under the mafk 
pf liberty and equality, is ready to fraternize with the in- 
ferior orders, or to convoke the primary aflfemblies. 

In fuch circumftances, and at fuch a time, it is natural 
for every man who refleds, to aflc, how, and fiiom what 
caufes proceeded the late rupture of the negotiation at 
Paris ? Was it, as the Diredlory attempt to prove, and 
loudly afTert, the neccffary confequence of our infincerity, 
or arrogance, or unreafonable and unjuft demands ? Or 
may we conclude with the minifterial adherents, that it i^ 
to be attributed to the fyftematical averfion and apprehen- 
fion of peace, in the governing party of the French Repub- 
lic i Has the oppofition in this country manifefted 
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ifiroughout their public omduA, a fincere and difin^ereffed' 
defirc of peace ? Or may they not radicr be accufed of 
fbcrififing every patriotic confideration, to the eje(%on of 
minifters ? Finally, are there no means left, by which the 
negotiation fo recently and abruptly broken off, may be re- 
newed ? Might not a temperate and cool reconfideration 
cf the propolitions tendered by Lord Malmfbury, and re-- 
jcdled by de la Croix, tend to fo falutaiy a purpofcf 
Would it not be potfible for Parliament, without violation 
br diminution of its dignity, to adopt fome refolutions, Which, 
while they ftrengthened the Executive Govemmenri mightf 
be conciliatory in their nSiture, and pacific in their effe£lr? 
liiefe are, perhaps, of all the queftions that can be* pre* 
fented to the human mirtd, thofe in the a^tation and dif- 
cuflion of which we are at this moment ifK>ft dcfeply in* 
terefted. Let us endeavour to examine them widi temped 
and impartiality, however little fuch qualities may'rttditt- 
mend to attention, when men of almOft every deifcriptiort 
are more or lefs inflamed with the fpirit of party. 

In order to difcufs with intelligence and ptofit any pro* 
polition, it is indifpenfable in the outfet to define with ac- 
curacy the meaning of the terms reciprocally adopted; 
Above all, it is neceffary, on die prefent occaiion, to difcrl- 
minate between the Government or Confiitutim cli a coiititry, 
which never can be at war with that of any other country ; 
and the aftual pofTefTors of political power or ofike, dc^ 
nominated Mtnijiers. Thefe latter, and thefe only, can hi 
at war with the Adminiftration of another ftate. It \% only 
by never lofing fight of this fundamental axiom, that we 
qan bring home the accufation of commencing and perpe- 
tuating an unjuft or ruinous war, to its real authors. Let 
us try to illuftratc the affertion, by diflfefting, ahd familia-^ 
riung it to our view. The more minutely it is examined^ 
the more clearly it mil be demohftrated. 

If we were to try to imagine a folectfm in langus^ and 
in ideas, it would be dxat of fuppofing two countries to be 
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teally at war. The peafants, on both fides of the Britifli 
channel, would laugh, if they were told that the cliffs of 
Dover and of Calais, radically the fame at their bafe, 
were infpired with enmity towards each other. Even the 
dulleft citizen of London mnft fmile, if it was attempted 
to be proved to him, that the Thames and the Seine were 
inflamed with mutual rancour ; or that " Notre Dame,*' 
and St. Paul's had a religious quarrel. As abfurd and as 
unjuft, though not perhaps as obvioqfly ridiculous, is it to 
aflert that the inhabitants of England and of France are, 
or can be individually and perfonally in hoftility to each 
other. Of more than thirty-fiK millions of people, at which 
we may eftimate the aggregate population of the two coun- 
tries, only a fmall proportion, perhaps a few thoufands, 
have ever come into a6tual conta<Sl. The great mafies of 
population, occupying the refpei^ive foils of the Monarchy 
or the Republic, are equally precluded by their pofition, 
^nd by other cjrcumftances, from having perfonal grounds 
of reciprocal hoftility. 

Politicians who afpire to fuperior fagacity, do not per- 
ceive the equal abfurdity of maintaining, that the peculiar 
form or modulation of law and Conftitution under whiph 
an independant nation lives, (which is in fadt its Govern- 
ment,) can be at war with the form of law and Conftitution 
under which another independant nation exifts. The period 
is even rapidly approaching, in the commercial, political, 
and civilized worid, when it will be univerfallv admitted 
and underftood, that the folid and permanent interefts of 
independant nations can no more be at war, or in oppofition 
to each other, than their refpedlive governments, or terri- 
tories. It is, neverthelefs, true, that by an abufe of terms 
to which we become familiar, we continually allow the 
great conftitutional machine of our political order to be 
miftaken for, or to be confounded with, its agents, the mi- 
nifterial party, who only fliift the fcenes, and affumc ihc 
management of the drama. Minifters gladly avail thcm- 
fclves of this deception, denominate thcmfclves thi Govirn- 

B 
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ifHentj ancf accufe their opponents as the enemies of /)5r 
Country. In like manner, the minority or oppofitbn at- 
tack the facred machine of Governmenty which ought to be 
inviolate and exempt from blame or imputation ; in(}ead 
of the Minijiers who move ity and who alone are capable 
©f error^ 

Who, then*, inr the pre(ent inftance, ft may be aflced,. 
have made, and continue to carry on the war ? Certainly 
not the two nations. The general, and anxious wifli of 
both for peace, is a fajft of the rooft extenfive notoriety. 
That neither of them^ as v people, demanded or defiredf 
war, is equally well known=, and umverfally admitted. Am 
unequivocal teftimony to the truth of this fad, is found 
in the anxiety of both Adminiftrations to make a merit 
with their refpediivc countries, by an affedtcd cagerncfs for 
peaccr With equal induftry they endeavoiir to fhift fron» 
themfcrvesy and to throw on each other reciprocally, the 
odium of continuing the war. But, the ftrongeft, though 
evidently an involuntary proof, how much that continu- 
ance, which the two nations equally deplore, is attributable 
folely and exclufively to their Minijiersy has come out m 
the courfe of the late negotiation at Paris. If wc rearf 
the corrcfpondence between the EmbaiTador of Great Bri- 
fain and the Delegate of the Dire<3ory, we (hall there dif- 
eover k, though artfully veiled and concealed under mutual 
profe®oH», and diplomatic jargon. We find, in fz&f, 
that, notwith(tend<ng thofe affertions, the mod guarded 
precautions were pnHftrfed by both AdminifirationSf not to^ 
cede or yield any portion of territory, upon which peace 
€X)uId be eftabli(hed between the two countries. 

It is, then, incontedable, and palpable beyond denial oi 
cvation, that the two Minijiries^ and they oniy, are at watm 
It is equally evident that they alone are accountable for, 
and chargeable with the failure of the late negotiation. Ii^ 
afcertaining the caufes that produced its failure, it becomef^ 
neceflary for the public &fety» Cq brkis^ home the $haigiB» 
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towcvcr Invidious, to xhtAdmimJiration of either the me^ oi 
ihe other of the two ftatcs. Perhaps, if candidly examined^ 
It may not a little attach to mixed circumAances in the 
])o(ition oiloth. Juftice and impartiality require that thd 
«K)tives of their conduft ftiould be neither impeached, nor 
fufpe^cd. Thofe by which the Briti/h Miniftry were in- 
fluenced, we know to be honorable and patriotic. For 
many and' obvious reafons, they cannot be otherwife ; 
ithough their views and coneeptioos of the nationaliaterefl^ 
may be injudicious or erroneous. 

But, even admitting in its utmoft extent, l!he eiimlnatity 
jor error pf the refpedive Adminlfirations \ is the party 
ftyling itfelf the Oppojition in the two countries, entitled to 
more refpeft ? Let us anfwer this enquiry by an appeal 
to fads. It is the only becoming, or fatisfiiftory rq;>ly^ 
If the anli-minifterial parties in the countries at war, arc 
the real advocates of peace : if tiiey attack and aecufe 
their antagonifts, only with a view to produce it, and not 
to obtain the power of conducing the war themfdvcs ; 
then, and in that cafe, they have the moft legitimate claims 
on the gratitude of the peo^e upon both fides. But if, oa 
the contrary, they become reciprocally the defenders of the 
warlike minifterial parties in the country of their enemies, 
in order by contraft to (hew the mifcondu6t of the adminif* 
tration of their own country^ they are then only negative 
friends to peace, and very fufjMcious patriots. I dcfire not 
to decide on the point. They (land in the judgmeitf of 
their countrymen, whofe decifion is final, and who alon^ 
are competent to acquit, or lo condemn* 

Unfortunately for France and England, the war, under 
fuch inaufpicious circumftaoces, is likely to continue long, 
as well as to be bloody and acrimonious. It alTumes an 
air of myftery, while it operates effefAially to the pur- 
jxjfes of dcftru6Uvc oppreffion. In fuch a ftate of parties, 
^o power pofTeflfes influence or force to efpoufe the caufe of 
peace* The mafs of the two nations^ and^ indeed, of 9jft 
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the Belligerent Statfes, cannot aft to its attainment. Indi- 
viduals, of whatever defcription, who would plead for it, 
are expofed to the odium of being branded as enemies to 
the juft fpirit and refentment of their country, as well as 
of its lawful indemnifications by conqueft. They are, 
therefore, filent, or overborne, and the war continues. 

In all former wars, it muft be admitted that thefe cir- 
cumftances had their influence, as in the prefent ; but, 
there was a powerful counteradion againft their efFedl, 
The want or extinftion of pecuniary refources compelled 
the Minifters of the - moft cxhaufted country, to keep 
peace, with certain fubmiffions, as a certainty always in 
referve. The prefent hoftilities commenced under very 
different aufpices. The war was that of the rulers of the 
French Government, when their tone was infolent. 
Liberated from all fubmifRon to antient forms or authori- 
ties at home, reftrained by no confiderations or compacts of 
preceding time ; their armies abroad were matters of 
Flanders, and anticipated as certain the conqueft of 
Holland. 

At the fame time, the neceffities of the war created a 
money,, of which the neighbouring States and Adminiftra- 
tions neither underftood the force, nor difcovered the coun-r 
ter check. This new coinage, introduced by fraud into 
circulation, produced univerfal confufion ; while the war, 
Gondufted by France upon principles not lefs new, than 
they were full of energy, fhook to their center all the po- 
litical eftabliihments of Europe. It repelled, and con-? 
quered, as it raged. It changed fucceflively the Minifters 
who had the management of it at Paris, without relaxing 
to a pacification on the part of its authors. It finally con-r 
yerted enemies and opponents to allies. Great Britain 
alone, aided by the gallant adivity and good faith of 
Auftria, the fteady zeal of Portugal, and we may add^. 
the dignity of Papal firmnefs, has ftill to oppofc it;s careei^ 
till i^ either attracts, oj; forces p^acc;.. 
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Under the weight of thefe alarming fafls and confider- 
ations, we recur to the only important objeft of enquiry ; 
How has the failure of the late negotiation been produced? 
And, to which of the two Adminiftrations is that failure to 
be wholly or principally attributed ? the queftion has been 
already agitated and difcuffed in both Houfes of Parliament, 
without any other effecS than that of producing completely 
pppofite conviiflion in the refpedlive adherents of the Mi- 
nifterand the Minority. It muft ftrike the moft carelefs 
or fuperficial obfcrver, that not one of the perfons who 
rofe to fpeak their fcntiments refpedting it, examined the 
conduft of the Britifti negotiator by its only proper tefts. 
I mean, the fpirit of His Majefty's moft benign and gra- 
cious fpeech, when he announced the miffion ; and the 
principle on which Parliament was unanimous in its ap.- 
probation. A circumftance ftill more curious, occurred. 
It was, that in folemn deliberation upon the official in- 
tercourfe of the reprefentative agents of the two great nations 
at war, a paper was admitted as evidence, which contained 
merely an ex parte report of the private converfation of thofe 
agents. It is, perhaps, the firft time, that the vague re- 
CoUedlions of any man have ever been confidered as a 
document of ftate, fit for the grave confideration of a legif- 
lative affembly. Every word of Lord Malmfbury's long 
difpatch to Lord Grenville, No. 30, dated " Paris, 20th 
•^.*. December," is only an appeal to memory, and might 
have been either denied or explained away by de la 
Croix, 

As far as the opinions of the French Adminiftration, 
Relative to their fenfe of the iffue of the late negotiation, 
have been expreffed, they mark the moft complete appro- 
bation of their own condudt in rejedting the propofitions 
held out to them. Nor have the opponents of the Direc- 
tory on the other fide of the Channel, been lefs violcht 
than the minority here, in reprobating the tone and refola- 
tlon of their political antagonifts. 
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If we examine the fyftem and intentions of the two Ad- 
ikiiniftrations by the bed of all criterions, the internal evt« 
dence contained in the papers publi{hed> we (hall perhaps 
difcover fome ground for the mutual accufations of injin^ 
ceritj, and difinclination to peaciy ib loudly, as well as in* 
dignantly, repeated on both (ides. Let us trace the outline 
of the overtures, from thofe of Mr. Wickham, down to 
Lord Malm(bury. The loofeft infpcaion of them will 
prove, how warm on both (ides were the profedions, but 
how cold the real difpolition of both parties, to terminate 
the war. In his note to Mr. fearthelemy of the 
« 8th March, 1796," the Engli(h Mira(ter, Mr. Wick- 
ham, affects to found the inclination of the Freoch Go* 
vemment td^wards peace. But, as if he was apprehenfive 
left they (hould catch at (uch a propofal, however indireft^ 
he takes care to add, '' that he is not aathorized to enter 
into negotiation/* 

What tStSi could an application fo guarded and fo 
cautious, to fay no more of it, produce ? Only to augment 
fufpicion in the enemy. It did fo. The Diredtory re- 
plied, on the " 26th March," through Mr. Barthelcmy, 
with many florid proteftations of their anxiety for peace, if 
the want of powers to negotiate it on the part of Mr. 
Wickham, did not lead them to queftion the fmcerity of 
his employers. But, they took e(Fe<5lual care to interpofeat 
infurmountable a bar on their part to its completion, as the 
£ngli(h Miniftry had done before. They announce \% 
very clear and intelligible terms, that they ^< can and 
will confent to no alienation of the exifting territory of this 
Republic." In other words, ^ wis will not rcUnquifli 
Belgium." 

The two negotiating parties having thus profe(red peace, 
but fecured war, filence enfues during five months. Ger- 
many is over-run, and as rapidly recovered. Early in 
September, however. Lord Grenville firft recovers his 
Ipccch. Through the medium oi the Dani(h Envoy at 
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<hc Britifli Court, he renews the pretended folicitation far 
j)cace, and demands a paffport " for a perfon of confidence 
whom His Majcfty will fend to Paris, to difcufs the moft 
jpropcr means for fo defirable an end." This demand car- 
ried with it a ferious face. Neverthclefs, the Diredlory, 
in a verbal reply, neither refpeflfuUy worded, nor re- 
fpedfuUy communicated, barely confent for once, and that 
not to be confidered as a precedent in future, that pafTports 
might be granted to a perfon properly authorized by 
'England. 



"O" 



Thefe affronts were, however, no longer confidered as 
folid impediments to negotiation. Lord Grenville conde- 
fcends to afk of the Executive Diredlory, in ^ formal letter 
of the ** 27th of September," the paflfports in queftion. 
De la Croix, Miniftcr for Foreign Affairs, now firft ap- 
pears on the fcene, and forwards the pafTports. He ac- 
companies them with thofe forms and exprefifions of urba- 
nity and good breeding, ufed under the antient order of 
things, between the Minifters of hofiile nations, in their 
official intercourfe. But, the decree which he tranfmits, 
js not the lefs republican, or unpalatable. It demands 
that the Envoy of England, not of His Britannic Majejfy, 
** fhall have full powers to conclude definitively, as well as 
to negociate peace." The Dire<Sory had not forgotten the 
queflidns put to France, in Mr. Wickham's note ; and they 
thought proper to pay us in our own coin. 

At length, after a labour of feveral weeks, the political 
mountain opens, and Lord Malmfbury is produced. An 
accompliflied Statefman ; though not old, yet become grey 
in the fervice of his country ! It is not my intention to 
ibllow him through the finuofities and windings of his poli- 
tical intercourfe, from the faO. (ucdnQ, note of the 2 2d of 
October, ii\ which he announces his arrival at Paris to 
de la Croix, down to that diffufe and laborious difpatch of 
painful reminifcence, which clofed his embafly ; and which, 
Jt believe, flands alone in the annals of the ^^ Corps Diplo- 
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inatiquc/' On pcrufing it, one is tempted to imagine that 
It was compofed in emulation of a celebrated French per- 
form a nee j denominated " Lcs Souvenirs de Caylus/" 

The whole correfpondence between Lord Malmftury^ 
and dc laCroiXj isj in h^j forcccnr, and its cataftrophe is 
fo deeply imprinted on the public mind, that it is unncccf- 
fary to rccal the minute circuniftanccs of it to their atten- 
tion. With the clue which has been already given, that 
diplomatic labyrinth becomes accefllbk and pervious* It 
is evident that neither power, though profeffing to defire 
equally peace, would admit the errors in which the conteft 
began, nor acknowledge the neci^Olty of clofing it* Nor 
would they confcnt to make thofe political, commercial, 
and territorial renunciations or ccfTionsj on which alone a 
pacification could be founded- If we acquit the Englifh 
Adminiftration of hiftnceriiy on this occaiion, let us not be 
too fcvere on the fuppofcd mnbtiif^n of the Dirc<£lory, Un- 
happily, wc muft admit, tliat if it hnd been ftudioully 
premeditated and concerted by the parties negotiating, to 
affbrd each other the moft indifpenfable necedlty for con- 
tinuing the war, tlie arrangement could not have been 
more dcxtroufly conceived, nor more completely executed. 
Peace is now removed to an Incalculable diftance. 

To the advocates for it in France, may not the Execu- 
tive Directory fay, with plaufibility, if not with fomc de^ 
gree of jufticc : *^ We confidcred the Britifli Adminlftra- 
tion as infincerc from the firft moment, and we fo declared 
in our reply to the infidions queliions originally put by Mr. 
Wickham. We rejected all intermediate negotiation as 
unbecoming, and only calculated for purpofcs of deception 
or delay. When we finally confented to receive an Em- 
baffador from England, it was upon condition that he 
(hould be furnifhcd with full powers and inftru6^ions, not 
merely to negotiate, but, to conclude peace* And what 
has been the rcfuk ? After nearly two months of continual 
application to tliat Minifter, in order to afcertain the ultt* 
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mate terms upon which the Britifli Miniftry would agree to 
terminate the war, behold the ftipulations reludlantly ex- 
torted from him. They are, 

Firft, 

The reftitution of almoft all our conquefts in Italy, Ger- 
many, and Belgium : confequently, the violation and re- 
nunciation of every treaty or arrangement made with thofc 
countries. 

Secondly, 
Propofitions relative to Spain and Holland, of a nature 
which could not fail to infringe our political engagements 
with thofe States. 

Laftly, 

The eventual pofleffion of the Cape of Good Hope and 
Ceylon confirmed to the Englifli Crown, together with 
fome indefinite and unafcertained compenfation for the 
Spanifh part of St. Domingo. 

Can thefe demands be read without indignation ? Is 
there a Frenchman that loves his country, who would fub- 
fcribe to them ? " 

On the other hand, the Englifli Miniftry may plead, 
with perhaps equal truth and reafon; that " waving every 
difficulty or difcuflion relative to the origin of the war, as 
well as the nature of the authorities with which they were 
to treat, they were fo defirous of reftoring peace, not only 
to their own country, but to all the nations engaged in 
hoftilities, that they made the firft advances to negotiation. 
That they perfifted in thofe advances, amidft the indigni- 
ties and infults of the enemy. That they fent an embaf- 
fador to Paris, who ufed everyaddrefs to induce the Direc- 
tory either to propofe their own terms : or, to enter into 
amicable deliberation on thofe conditions, which it was 
thought prudent on the part of His Britannic Majefty to 
bring forward in the firft inftance. That the anfwer was, 

C 
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a difgraceful command to quit the French territory. ' .Fi- 
nally, that it was palpable, the Direflory only permitted 
Lord Malmfbury to remain at Paris, until the invafion of 
Ireland, which they were arranging during the negotiation, 
was ready to proceed upon its deftination," To fuch an 
appeal it feems difficult to rcfufe confent and approbation. 

Amidft thefe reciprocal ftatemeiits of the late tranfac- 
tions, which though contradiftory, are yet perhaps compa- 
tible, the two Adminiftrations are occupied in roufing and 
exciting the ancient, hereditary animofity of their refpeflive 
nations. But, th6 days of chivalry arc paft. Mutual 
cxhaufture and poverty difarm the fierceft refentment. 
Peace is the ardent and general defire of the great majority 
of the people, on both fides of the channel. Among that 
majority, other views predominate, befidcs an attachment 
to the objects of oftenfible minifterial conteft. Thefe views 
embrace ideas of national greatnefs and felicity, very dif- 
ferent from fuch as are acquirq^, or fecured by conqueft. 

Hence it arifes, that, contrary to the former pulfe of 
Briti(h prejudice, the AdminiAration has to encounter here 
at home, within the ifland itfelf, the fevereft critics upon 
their demands in the late negotiation. While, on the 
other hand, the people of France are ready to rem6nftratc 
againft the haughty condudl of their rulers towards an Em- 
baffador, who came from a great and a free nation, to fo- 
licit peace. If it were not for thefe amicable difpofitions 
among the great mafs of the inhabitants of the two coun- 
tries, it muft be confeffed that the predicament in whidi 
i$fh are left by the event of the late negotiation, is the 
moftferious and awful that could have occurred. 

It would be not lefs impolitic than unjuft, to attribute 
the confequences of that predicament, however calamitous 
they may prove, to any improper; or di(honourable inten- 
tions in the Minifters of either ftate. But, while we ac- 
quit our own Adminiftration, let us have fafficient mag- 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 






( ip ) 

nammity to acjmit that the motives which adluate the 
enemy, may originate in genuine love of their country. 

The pofition in which the Englifli Miniftry has been 
placed ever fince the commencement of the prefent war, 
has been new in politics^ and full of <lii!iculties. All the ci- 
vilized dates of the great European Republic, arc irv faft 
involved in embarraffments of a Angular nature, and pecu- 
liar to the times in which we live. Thofe tycs of order, 
of religion, of morality, and of habitual reverence for local 
inftitutions, which formerly infpired refpeft or awe, arc 
infenfibly diflblving, and lofing their focial force. They 
give way to more felfifli confidcrations. While our po- 
liticians and legiflators negledl to. avail themfelves of the 
tyes of private intereft, as connected with the public and 
general welfare or prefervatjion, in order to llrengthen , the 
bands of fociety and the harmony of nations* 

If we confider the vaft and unafcertained refources of an 
enemy fuch as France, with which we have been contend- 
ing for four years, and with which we are flill at iffue for 
our very exiftence ; if we refledl on the facrifices to which 
the enemy has devoted itfelf, we muft confefs that it is no 
little merit to have hitherto fuftained our interior tranquil- 
lity, public credit, and naval fuperiority. Nor ought we 
to forget that a fteady alliance has been maintained with 
an honorable continental ally, and that our natural con- 
nection with America has been preferved, in fpite of every 
effort to difimite the interefts of the two countries. Thefc 
merits, even in the opinion of their enemies, unqueflion- 
ably arc due to the Adminiftration. The Minifter, 
affailed continually by fuch powerful eloquence in the 
Houfe of Commons, muft leave much to his affociates in 
office. Of thefe, the fpirit of party neither leaves a free, 
nor a fortunate choice* In the department of foreign 
afi^irs, more conciliating abilities might have co-operated 
t;o fave his adminiftration from the complaints and defec- 
tion of allies^ and the heavy demands of neutral fiates. In 
C 2 
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our great tranfmarine concerns, an all-grafping ambitior^ 
feems to have prefided. 

The greateft monument of our Minifter's political fame, 
IS the a6t for the eventual fecurity of public credit in the 
progreffive difcharge of the national debt ; better known by 
the denomination of the finking fund. An aft which has 
been hitherto inviolate, and which certainly renders its au- 
thor an objeft of general gratitude, as well as applaufe. It 
may be juftly confidered as the Palladium of our liberties 
and conftitution during the age in which we live. Its be^ 
neficial efFeds are even felt throughout Europe. That 
Palladium can only be loft and fwallowed up by the con- 
tinuance of the war. 

Befides the obvious impediments to pacification on the 
part of a powerful and vi6torious enemy, there are, unfor- 
tunately, it muft be admitted, many domeftic confiderations 
which weigh with men of reflexion, againft a precipitate 
peace. However chimerical or unjuft fuch confiderations 
may be, they do not the lefs impede that falutary work. 
Nor, when we talk of Adminiftration, muft we limit the 
idea to a certain defcription of men in oflSce. We muft 
extend the meaning of the term to thofe perfons in both 
Houfes of Parliament, who are advocates for the war. 
Many among them entertain religious and political fears 
relative to the contagion of French principles or tenets, 
after a peace. They are fo blinded by prejudice or by 
animofity, as not to perceive that anarchy is the only real 
and formidable enemy with whom we have to combat. 
They do not, or will not fee, that the Directory of France 
are at this moment arming againft the fame adverfary. An 
adverfary who is not more adlive at Paris, than he is 
watchful in London ; and who will complete the demo- 
lition of France as well as of England, if the two countries 
do not combine for their common prefervation I 

The defcription of perfons to whom I have alluded a| 
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part of the Adminiftration, ftill look forward with fanguine 
anticipation, to imaginary Counter Revolutions in France. 
They w^^nt " indemnification for the paft, ^nd fecurity for 
|he future." At all events, they think that the triumph of 
revolt and democracy (hould coft as dear as poflible, to its 
guilty authors. If the Minifter is conftitutionally fuppofed 
to niake the fpeeches from the Throne, thefe perfons may 
be truly faid to dictate the Minifter's own fp#ches in Par- 
liament. They hang on his refolutions, check his energy, 
and watch his conduft with jealous circumfpedlion. Great 
is the indulgence, as well as refpeft, due to his fituation. 
Never was a public functionary more critically placed be- 
tween external Jioftility, and internal diffatisfadlion or comi- 
motion. The fpirit of party withholds co-operation, pro- 
pofes no meafures of fafety, aggravates all our calamities, 
blows the flame of difcord ; and, animated only by the 
defire of vengeance, aids the general conflagration, in 
which the Miniftry and its opponents will be alike con- 
fumed. 

But, while we furvcy the difHculties and dangers which 
furround the Britifli Adminiftration, we ought not to be 
infenfible to the equal and fimilar^mbarraflfments in which 
the French rulers arc placed. How can it be fuppofed, 
that after the deluge of blood which has been flied in 
France, and after the wafte of every thing except the foil 
which can be called property, the Diredtory will tamely 
fubmit to renounce all the conquefts of their Revolution ? 
How are they to fatisfy, or remunerate an infolent and nu- 
merous army of fierce expedants, accuftomed to military 
licence, and habituated to pillage ? Could it be imagined 
that they would ever fign a peace which left to their great 
politic^ rival, any exclufive indemnification ? If the re- 
publican, or regicide fpirit of thofe rulers has waded through 
carnage to the charge of the affairs of their country, arc 
Engliflimen to forget that patriotic zeal, and the love of 
glory have been not unfrcquently the charadleriftic paflion 



Digitized by CnOOQ IC 



(t2) 

of fucfa men ? They glowed in the bofom of Cromwell^ 
and may equally animate a Barras, or a Reubel, 

What is the refult of thcfe obfervations ? That the 
governing power of both countries is involved in almoft 
infuperable difficulties from the unfortunate iflTue of the 
late negotiation* That peace is at leafl poftponed to a dif- 
tant) and ai^uncertain period : and that the calamities of 
war, of augmented taxation and poverty, are ranged before 
us. Confiderations wh^ch efcape common calculation^ 
render the profpc£t dill more alarming. 

The Adminiftration of England is committed upon 
the point of recovering Belgium for the Emperor, which 
appears to them indifpenfable for the national fecurity. 
Their expectations of peace are even conneded, by their 
own reprefentations and avowals, with the total failure of 
refource on the part of the enemy. In this fallacious 
ground of hope, they overlook a circumftance of the ut- 
moft political importance. It is, that the very exhaufturc 
of finance which equalizes the poverty and mifery of the 
French people, renders the mafs of them a neccffary and 
a voluntary inftrument, as well as an irreliftible one, to 
fpread the conqueils of their ambitious rulers. Gold has 
ever been fubje6ted by fteel. Woe to the nations, who, 
poffeffing wealth and plenty, encircle a people, impelled by 
hunger, deditute of bread, and ^miliar with war ! 

On the other hand, the rulers of France, impreffed with 
Ae riches of England, and devouring them in idea, bold 
out a partition in her immenfe commercial fpoils, as a 
bond of union to a coalition of allies. The Dire6tory 
have even announced through the channel of an official 
and authorized public print, a fyftem of combined inva- 
fions, as their future plan for profecuting the war againft 
Great Britain. Thefe hew Sovereigns have not reflected, 
diat if fuch a fyftem could poffibly fucceed fo as to con* 
V4ilfe the order of Government^ and to ruin the publie 
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credit of their enemy, thofe very events would be the death- 
warrant of their own authority and exiftence. No poli- 
tical trgth is more certain, than that the power of thofe 
who adually adminider the afiairs of France, is more 
fupported by the re-adion of the conteft with England, 
than by the attachment or veneration of their own coun- 
trymen. It is equally a fadl beyond difpute, that the 
public credit of Great Britain is indiffolubly united with 
that degree of credit or confidence, which ftill carries on the 
intercourfe of commercial life, and fuftains the public con* 
cems in France. 

Even if repeated invafions were to be fo far fuccefsful, 
as to (hake or denK)li(h the prefent form of Government in 
this country, tliey could only render it more democratic and 
republican. They could neither conquer nor difunite the 
people. But, fuch efforts on the part of the French Ad- 
miniftration would operate to their own individual deftruc- 
tion. From the nature of things, and the perpetual re- 
action in politics as in phyfics, their invafions of England^ 
could they be victorious, would inevitably reftore royalty, 
and re-eilabliih monarchical defpotifm in France* 

It is to be hoped that Europe at large, and more efpe- 
cially the countries in queffion, will owe to fecondary 
caufes, and even to the violence of their prefent misfor- 
tunes, thofe fecurities to their future peace and profperity, 
which are as yet removed from oqr iight« In the confi-* 
dence which that hope infpites, notwithftanding every dif- 
couragement of party violence, and the unfortunate em- 
barrafiments in which we are now plunged, every good and 
elevated mind will exert its faculties to advance the refto- 
ration of public tranquillity. Every manly mind will be 
ready in the hour of danger, to defend the State, indifferent 
to any paft errors of its Miniftcrs, 

After having thus fteely difcuffed the caufes of the 
fidlure of the late negotiation, it is not only natural^ but 
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becoming, to faggeft fome plan, upon which, if it had becii 
adopted, the treaty might have had a better chance of fuc- 
ceft : or, upon which it may be again renewed with dignity, 
and a more favorable profpedl. 

When Lord Malm(bury*s miffion was firft announced 
to the public, and previous to his departure, the fubje6t of 
the memorial which he would prefent on his immediate 
arrival at Paris, was difcuffed in a private fociety of gen- 
tlemen. Opinions were different : it was propofed that 
each (hould, in fupport of his own particular ideas, draw 
up a feparate memorial. The following one was 
brought on the enfuing day, and was written in French, as 
being more applicable to its objed^. It was read by feve- 
ral perfons in England, before Lord Malmlbury fet out on 
his embaffy, though it was not communicated to him. 
It is fo perifedtly in the fpirit of thefe pages, that it ought 
not, from any miftaken delicacy, to be withheld from the 
.public. As a minifterial fidion, it imagines nothing ex- 
cept what is highly and conftitutionally refpcdtful. 

Projet'de Declaration a f aire a la France. 

*' Depuis Tepoquc, de retabliffement de la nouvellc 
Conftitution de 179^ et depuis les mefures cfficaccs 
adoptees par le Diredoire, pour fupprimer I'anarchie, et 
pour proteger les perfonnes et les proprietes, il ne peut rai- 
fonablement exifter aucune difficulte relative a la forme de 
gouvemement des deux nations ; qui. Tune et Tautre, ont 
principalement fonde leur furete politique fur la meme 
bafe ; c'eft a dire, au moyen de taxes etablies.par une re- 
prefentation conftitutionelle. 

" C'eft d'apres ces principes que Sa M Br 

tranfmit a I'Europe, par I'organc des deux Chambres du 
Parlement, fa declaration du 8 Decembre, 1795. Depuis 
cette epoque, jufques a ce jour, les prc^res de la guerre, et 
les devaiktiojis qu'elle entraine, ont plaide univerfeUement 
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la caufe de la paix. Mais la pai^, pour etre un b^enfait 
permanent, doit fe conclure, ainfi que rexpcriencc nous Ta 
prouve, d'apres dcs conditions juftcs, ct egalement con- 
venables aux deux partis. 

** En confequence, elle doit naturellement embraffer les 
interets de tous les difFerents pouvoirs, et de toiites les 
parties qui ont foufferts par la guerre ; plus particuliere- 
roent encore, dans une conteftation telle que celle-cy, ou 
les feits ont demontre d'une manierc plus pofitive que dans 
les guerres precedcntes, combien la furete et la profperite 
des individus eft liee a celle du Governement fous lequel 
lis vivent ; et combien la profperite de tous les co-etats dc 
TEuropc eft liee avec la caufe commune de la propriete, 
du credit public^ et des droits independens des nations. 

** C'eft en qualite d'avocat de cettc grande caufe, de cette 
caufe egalement intereflfante pour tous les individus ; c*eft 
pour invitcr la Republique Fran9oife a faire la paix, et a 
aflfurer aux peuples des deux nations, le bonheur qui y eft 
attache par une union auffi complette que finccrc ; c'eft 
pour Tctablir fur les bafes les plus folides, que Tagent fouf- 
figne, revetu des pouvoirs les plus etendus, fe prefente 
maintenant au DireSoirc de France. II fait cette dc- 
m^lfAe au nom de fon Souverain, de fa patrie, et des puif- 
fances alliees dc TAngleterre, pous. travaillcr fincerement, 
et d*une maniere decidee, a donner' a TEurope une paix 
prompte, et a regler les articles neceffaires a la confervation 
future de cette paix ; pour modifier les crifes qui ont cu 
lieu, et pour contre-quarrer les vues ambitieufes et inter- 
eftees, de quiconque youdroit tenter de la renverfcr a 
Tavcnir. 

" Si ceux qui gouvernent la Republique Fran9oife, font 
difpofes a ccouter les propofitions de paix avec la meme 
fincerite qu'cllcs Icur font faites, et avec la magrianimite 
convcnable en parcille occafion, les difficultes ordinaires 
d'une negociation ne peuvent plus exifter* La conteftation 
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deviendra des-lors unc rivalite gcnercufe en faveur des 
droits dc rhumanite, ct ne fera plus uniquement relative a 
la detention de qaelqucs territoires nouvellement acquis, 
qui ajoutent peu a la force et au bonheur des empires, 
quand les territoires excitent la jaloufie, ou rinimitie. 
felentot apres Ic retour de la paix, le commerce et ragri- 
culture rctaUiiont les liens d*un avantage rectproque ; 
et les fommes cy-devant englouties par une gucrte indefinie, 
feront a Tavcnir employees a fonder et a liquider les dcttes 
immenfcs, contraflees par les deux nations. 

'^ Des fonds feront mis de cote pour pourvoir aisement 
dux bcfoins de ceux qui ont fervi ou fouflert pendant ll 
guerre, L'ordrc general s'etablira neceffairement dc lui 
meme dans les finances : il liera fortement entr'eux le 
creancier public, le proprietaircfoncicr,rinduflrieux manu- 
fafturier : et les obligcra a maintcnir Tordre intcrieur du 
gouvemement fous lequel ils vivcnt, «ifli bien que la 
tranquillite exterieure dc leur pais. 

*^ Telle etoit la regeneration civile ct politique que la 
Revolution Fran^oife annon9oit dans fes premieres decla- 
rations. Telle eft I'amelioration de Tordre du fifteme poli- 
tique de I'Europe, qu*on doit naturellement defirer dc voir 
fe perfeftionner, aprts la conteftation qui a eu lieu, ct dc- 
venir Ic refultat de la guerre prefcnte. 

** C'eft dans toute Tetendue de Tefprit d'un pareil 
fifteme, egalement di^Se par Tctat general de SoufiVance de 
tous les peuples, autant que pour contribuer a fixer fur eut 
un bonheur permanent, que le Miniftre foufiighe eft n^uni 
ct autorise de tous les pouvoirs pour entrer dans iine nego- 
ciation immediate et definitive, avec les Miniftres dc la 
Republique Fran9oife*." 

. 1 ■ - ■ ■ ••■ - ■ t . . I >■ 

♦ Proje^ of a Dttlaratitm fv be fnode t$ FVana. 

** Since the era of the cftabliftiment of the tieW CotillitUtidfl 
of 179S, and the efficacious meafurcs adopted by the Dircdory. 
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If a plan of negotiation, founded upon the enlarged 
and conciliating principles developed in the preceding 



for the fapprcffion of anarchy, and for tbe protection of perfoo^ 
and property ; there cannot reafonably exift any difficuhy re- 
lative to the form of government of the two nation a. One 
and the other of which have principally founded their political 
fafcty upon the feme bafii ; namely, by means of taxes efta- 
bliflied through a conftitutional reprefentation. 

It is upon thcfe principles that His Br — — M tranf- 

raitted to Europe, through the medium of the two Houfes of 
Parliament, his declaration of the 8th December, 1795. ^^^^^ 
that time, up to tbe prefent day, the progrefs of war, and the 
devaftations that it produces, have pleaded univerfally in fa- 
vour of peace. But, peace, in order to be a permanent bene- 
fit, ought to be concluded, as experience has demonflrated to 
us, upon conditions juft, and equally fuitcd to the two parties. 

Of courfe, it ought naturally to embrace the intcrefts of all 
the different powers, and of every party, which have fuffercd 
by the war. More particularly flill in a conteft fuch as the 
prefent, where fadls have proved in a more decilive manner 
than in preceding wars, how much the fecurlty and profperity 
of individuals b c6nnc6ted with that of the Government un- 
der whieb they live : and how much the profperity of all the 
co*eflafes of Europe is connected with the common caufe of 
property, public credit, and the independant rights of nations. 

It is in quality of the advocate of that great caufe, of that 
caufe equally intereAing to every individual : it is to invite 
the French {Lepublic to make peace, and to fecure to the people 
of the two nations the felicity which is attached to it, by a 
union as cooiplete as fincere; 'it is to eflablifli it upon the moft 
folid foundations, that the Minifler underfigned, invcfled with 
the moft eatenfivc powers, prefents himfelf at this time to the 
Directory of France- He takes this flep in the name of his 
Sovereigns of his Country, and of the poviers allied with Eng- 
land* in order 10 endeavour iinccrely, and \n a decided man- 
ner, to give to Europe a fpeedy peace ; and to regulate the 
articles neccQary for the future prcfcrvation of that peace. To 
modify the violent periods of crifis which have taken place ; 
D 2 
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Ikctch of an imaginary " Declaration," had been adopted 
by the Englifti Miniftry as the bafis of peace, many of the 

and to counteraA the ambitious and intereiled riews of who« 
foever would attempt to overturn it in future. 

If thofe who govern the French Republic, are difpofed to 
liften to the proportions of peace, with the fame' iincerity at 
they are now made, and with the magnanimity fuitcd to fuch 
an oecafion, the ordinary difficulties of a negotiation can no 
longer exift. The difpute will from that moment become a 
generous emulation in favour of the rights of humanity : It 
will no more be exclufively relative to the detention of certain 
territories recently acquired, which add little to the firength 
and happinefs of empires, when thofe territories excite jealoufy 
or enmity. Quickly after the return of peace, commerce and 
agriculture will re»eftabli(h the bonds of reciprocal advantage ; 
and the fums heretofore fwa^owed up in a war without bounds, 
will be in future employed to fund, and to liquidate the im- 
menfe debts contracted by the two nations. 

Funds will be fet apart, in order to provide with eafe for the 
ncceffities of thofe who have ferved or fuffered during the war. 
General order will neceflarily and fpontaneoufly re-eftabli(h 
itfelf ia the finances. It will (Irongly connect with each other 
the public creditor, the landed proprietor, and the indudrious 
manufacturer. It will compel them to fupport the interior or- 
der of the Government under which they live, as well as the 
exterior tranquillity of their country. 

Such was the civil and political regeneration which the French 
Revolution announced in its firft declarations. Such is the 
amelioration of the order of the political fyftem of Europe, 
which we ought naturally to wifh to fee brought to perfection^ 
after the conteft that has taken place, and become the rcfult 
of the prefent war. 

It is in all the extent of the fpirit of fuch a fyftem, diCbted 
equally by the general and aChial fufferings of every people ; 
as much as with a view to contribute to fix their future perma- 
nent felicity ; that the Minifter underfigned is provided and 
authorized with all the powers requifite for entering into ai\ 
immediate and definitive negotiation with the Minifiers of th^ 
French Republic.'* • 
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inconveniencies which they have lately experienced, would 
probably have been avoided. A door would at the feme 
time have been opened for numerous advantages, now ap- 
parently loft. A partition in the glory of reftoring peace 
to Europe, would have been held out to the French Ad^ 
miniftration : a partition as flattering to their ambition, as 
it muft have been favorable to their future perfonal and 
political fccurity! The realiyation of peace was dcmon- 
ftrated to involve in it the confolidation of the prefent Con- 
ftitution of France ; and the fafety of thofe in charge of 
all its gradations of office. Real indemnification, and 
folid tranquillity, founded on the reciprocal avowal, or on 
the oblivion of mutual errors, were tendered to the various 
parties engaged in the conteft. But, a point of ftill more 
material importance, becaufe it has hitherto formed the 
greateft obftacle to pacification, would have been obviated. 
I mean, the difficulties attending territorial ceffions and 
reftitutions on both fides. 

If the Direflory had ventured to rejeft the difculTion 
of a treaty founded upon fuch a bafis, they would have in- 
fllitSed a fevere, if not a mortal wound, on their own au- 
thority. They would not have dared to appeal, as they 
have done, to the French people. At all events, our Env- 
baffador could not have been difmiffed with infult to the 
Crown and Nation. Nor fhould we have left in the 
poffcfTion of the enemy an official demand of conditions, 
which is at prefent a powerful political inftrument in their 
hands ; and which they will hereafter ufe in more ways 
than one, to our detriment or injury. 

Should thefe rcfleflions ftrike any member of cither 
Houfe, they may open to his more enlarged conception, and 
the advantages of his fituation, an idea of renewing the 
confideration of the fjjbjefl of peace, in Parliament. Re- 
folutions might be adopted upon general grounds, tending 
towards that objcdl of univcrfal defire ; without in any 
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degree trenching on the conOitutknal province of the exe- 
cutive Minifters of the Crown* 

Such refolutiens would produce a vaft effect throughout 
Europe, while they elevated the charaSer of the Britilh 
Parliament and its deliberations. They would aid the 
Adminiftration, and facilitate that union of parties, fo ar- 
dently to be defired, though, we may juftly fear, fo little 
to be expeSed. They would find their way, in fpite of 
prohibitions or embargos, to the enemy. It is at Paris, 
not lefs than in London, that they would operate power- 
fully and beneficially. Perhaps, in the prefent ftate of 
that country and capital, they might excite corrcfpondcnt 
fcfolutions in France. In this cxpedlation we are jufti- 
fied by the recent aftd patriotic fpecch of Dumas, in the 
Affembly of Antients. Tranfmitted to the Arch Duke 
Charles, and to the Imperial Court, fuch refolutions would 
enable the one, or the other, to renew undet nrwre favour- 
able aufpices, the overtures for a general jeac:^. A Minif- 
tcr, with ^mple and conciliatory inftru6lioi;», fent from 
this Court to Switzerland, might effeft theobj*'6t in which 
Mr. Wickham, for obvious reafons, failed. Or, couriers 
might prepare the way for a direft renewal of intercourfc 
between the two powers at war ; and that completion 
which now appears to be fo impraflicable, might operate 
to its own arrangement. 

Thefe are fome of the reflections which haVe pre- 
fcnted themfclves to my mind, in the prefent awful and 
unexampled fituation of public affairs. They may, if not 
from their own weight and folidity, yet from the magnitude 
and importance of the fubjeft on which they treat, lay 
claim to a degree of attention. I am, neverrhelefs, well 
aware how weak is that claim, and how cold or ineffedual 
is all appeal, unlefs fuftained on the (boulders of party. 
We neither fee nor hear any thing, except through the or- 
gans of party fpirit. We are, perhaps, in confequence 
of that evil genius of the times, and in defiance of exhor* 
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tation or example, a devoted people. We are corrupted 
by the wealth of which, we boaft ; and forget that tmani* 
fftity lis as neceffary to its proteftion, as it is indifperifable 
to maintain the fttedom under which it was acquired. It 
is, however, fome confolation to a mind well difpoTed, 
amidft the misfortunes under which We labour, and the 
ftill more awful calamities that impend, to have raifcd a 
warning voice, and to have pointed out a road which may 
condudl to honor, fecurity, and repofc. 

Under the impreflion of thefe ardent wiflies, it is that 
I have endeavoured to examine the caufes of the failure of 
the late negotiation, and to fuggeft meafures for its more 
fortunate renewal. The crifis is come, in which retro- 
fpeft is a fpecies of hoftility to the common caufe^ Let 
us unite to repel the enemy, and then invcftigate the pre- 
tenfions of merit. 

But, I fear that the public mind is equally indifferent 
to exhortation or example. It is overwhelmed by inferior 
paffions ; and is completely poffeffed, not by the nd)lc 
fire, but, by the deftru6tive fpirit of party : not by the ge- 
nerous emulation that animated the early patriotis of 
Greece and Rome; but, by the fpirit that convulfed 
Carthage, and accelerated her fall. 

Anarchy, guided and directed by France, is now aim- 
ing her dagger at the heart of our country. What has 
emboldened the enemy to form fuch a defign ? Is it not 
becaufe he fees us divided } Becaufe he hears that we arc 
more occupied by mutual accufation and recrimination, 
than with the filent exertions of union. Hence it is that 
we may be denominated a devoted people. Would the 
country refcue herfelf from this bondage, let her mark well 
the condudl of her ftatefmen ! Let her eftimate them by 
their facrifices to her extrication ! Let her call upon them 
to unite ; and difmifs for ever from her efteem thofc, who 
would place their own prctcniions above the fervice of the 
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ftatc ! Then Europe will fee with Admiration, that pub- 
lie virtue as well as wifdom are not extindl among us. 
While the enemy, awed by thofc demonftrations of union, 
and defeated in their pernicious projedts for our deftru£tion, 
will feel their own fafety conne£ted with a return to internal 
union and external peace. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS, 

Frintedfor J. DEB RETT, oppoftte.Burlington Houfe, Piccadilly, 

A N HISTORICAL ESSAY on the AMBITION and CONQifESTS o£ 
■'^ FRANCE ; with Remanks on the French Revolution. 

■ ■ ' Soldier, I had Arms 

Had Wealth, Dominion. Doft thou wonder, I^man, 
I fought to fave them ? What if Caefar aims 
To lord it univerfal o'er the World, 
Shall the World tamely crouch at Cacfar's Footftool ? 
. In one Volume odavo. CxKhcr iiCu%,i Scene the Ufl. 

TheCORRESPONDENCRbetwcen aTRAVELLERandaMINISTER, 
of STATE, in October and November 1792; preceded by Remarks upon 
the Origin and the final Objedls of the prefent War, as well as upon the * 
Political Pofition of Europe in October 1796. Tranflated from the Ori- 
ginal, and accompanied with a Preface by N. W. WRAXALL, Efq. 

OBSERVATIONS on Mr. PAINE's PAMPHLET entitled The DE* 
CLINE and FALL of the ENGLISH SYSTEM of FINANCE, by 
RALPH BROOME, Efq% the fecond Edition, with Additions, &c. is. 6cf. 

'^ To the readers of Mr» Paine^s laft Pampbiet ive *ujimld recommend the 
ferufal of theje Obfer^atiom upon it. They are judicious and d'/pajponate^ and 
form a <very proper reply to the infidious remarks on Finance ^ lately offered to the 
Public by this Ami- Anglican. The Pamphlet of Mr. Paine is rightly conjideredhy 
Mr. Broome as an affault upon the Bank of "England, labouring bard to excite fuj" 
picions refpe^ing itsfolvency, in order that, by producing a fudden lun on it^ its ruin 
might be hazarded ; but, as Mr. Broome obfer'ves, * JVbat an a^ual rebellion could 
not effe^, is not to be done by three Jbeets of coarfe paper. '* 

' , Monthly Review, July 1796, 

FACTS, and ADDITIONAL FACTS, addreOed to theferious Attention 
fif the PEOPLE of GREAT BRITAIN, refpedting the EXPENCE of 
the WAR, and the STATE of the NATIONAL DEBT, by WILLIAM 
MORGAN, F. R. S. Fourth Edition, is. each. 

LETTER to Mr. PITT on tJie prefent alarming Crifis of Public 
Affairs, IS. 

A COLLECTIO^? OF STATE PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE 
WAR AGAINST FRANCE now carrying on by GREAT BRITAIN, 
and the Several other EUROPEAN POWERS; containing Authentic 
Copies of every important State Paper, many of which have never before 
been publifiied m EnglaAd. — In 4 volumes, 8yo. Price il. 17s. ?n boards. 

For our account of the former part of this fvaluable Cdlediion^ tjoe refer to out 
Renjie^ws for December 1 7 94, and Febritaty 1796. The Editor ajiir/s the Public^ 
in bis Introdu^ion, tBat be has draivn his materials from the heft fources \ that I 
♦* he has endea^voured to coinbine accuracy of detail imtb cleamefs of arrangement ; ' 
** and that he has attempted to execute his tranjlations ivith that fidelity nvbich is fo 
<* peculiarly necejfaty in a tvork that afpires to the chara^er of official.*^ He 
further obferves, '* that the frequent references that hanje been made to the prefent 
** Conftitution of the French RepubliCy ba've induced him to include itJn the prefent 
** Colle^ion^** This laft Article 'will doubtlefs be thought by many Readers, to add 
^onfiderahly to the importance of the prefent Volume. — Mon. Rev, Sept. 1796. 

VARIETIES of LITERATURE, from FOREIGN LITERARY 
JOURNALS\and ORIGINAL MSS, now firll publiOied. In^ large vols., 
Svo. Price 15s. in boards. 

" This is, in many refpe&s, a 'very agreeable Mifcellany^ The undertaking is 
alfo a novel one, and *wil} probably be repecfted, as the Qerman language is becom- 
ing e'very day more and n^rf an obje^ of attention in this country, and as it is<weU 
known that the Qerman Journals contain very interefting and important matter. — 
This ColleSlion is completely a Jt^ifcellany, as the Compiler and Tranjlator appears 
to have bad in general ho objeSf in wxp except that of placing before his readers 
an entertaimng variety. It muft, indeed, be a faftidious tafie, vohich may nqf in 
its progrefs thre^gh tbefe vdumes find fome of the viands it apprfves.*' 

British Critic, January 1796. 

A CRITICAL REVIEW of Mr. BURKE's ORIGINAL SECOND 
THOUGHTS on a REGICIDE PEACE with FRANCE, in a POLITI- 
CAL EPISTLE from SIMI^IN the §fceOND, to his Bp.OTHER SIMON 
ifl WALES, in 8vQ. 
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This Day are JbubVtJbid^ 

No. L.and 11. of the PRESENT SESSION, irvifed s^nd collated, with 
the NOTES of fcvcral MEMBERS, and will be regularly continued weekljr, 
during; the Seflion. 

The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER; or, the HISTORY of the 
PROCEEDINGS gnd DEBATES of both LORDS and COMMONS; 
containing an Account of the moft intcrefting Speeches and Motions ; 
authentic Copies of all Important Letters and Papers laid before either 
House during the PRESENT SESSION. 

•^* This *work IMS originally undertaken at the defire of federal ferfons ofdif^ 
tinguijbed abilities and rankyfrom ivbo/e communications and patronage it has de^ 
riued peculiar advantages, TTte favourable reception it has met iuitb during the 
four laft andprefent Parliaments^ 'while it demands the mofi grateful ockntFwledge' 
tnents of the Editors^ encourages them to frofecute a continuattm oftbejame, during 
she frefent Parliament, For this purpo/e they beg leave again tofolicit the afftfiance 
^ their former friends^ and every other Gentleman, ^fi^i^ attention vuill be paid 
to all their commands and favours \ nor voill any ajfiduity or care hfi voanting /» 
freferve that truth and accuracy ^ for ijuhich this tvork has hitherto been dijjfinguijhed, 

PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, from 1790 to 1796, 18 vols. Price 
ol. 48. 6d, half bound and lettered. 

PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, from.1784 to 1790, 13 vols. Price 
fl. i^s. half bound and lettered. - ' • - 

PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, from 1780 to 1784, 14 vols. Price 
5I. i?s. half bound and lettered, ^ 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, from 1743 to 1774, 7 vols. Price 
il. las. ^d. half bound and lettered. 

* J'^ Hefeveral fugitive Publications of the proceedings of Parliament^ during 
this long and interejiin^ Period, have been aJfiduouJlycolleSledf and carefully collated 
nvitbtbe Journals. Of the COMMONS, there has been onh one imperfeSl Col^ 
ie^ion publijhed, 'which is become veryfcarce ; and oftJ>e LORDS, there has been 
no Publication ivbatever, except a fevo detached Papers, This Work is intended i^ 
fll up an important Chafm in the PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY of Great 
ffritainr^Chandl/r's Cqlle^ion of Debates, ends in the Tear 1^4^^ and the PAR- 
LIAMENTARY REGISTER commences in the Year 1774. During this 
Interval^ there is no Account of the Proceeding's of Parliamenf that can be relied 
ftpon. 

In the Debates of this period are many important motions^ arifing from a va^ 
,riety of interejiing events^ both domeftic and foreign. Several material changes 
tn the Adminijiration *were [the conjequence of thofe Debeaes, As the attention of 
Parliament *was o^cafionalty employed upon tvjo long and expenfive 'wars imtb 
f ranee and Sbainy and the futprepon of an inteftjne rebellion^ a momenfs nr- 
ne£fion vjitl jhenv this to have been one of the moft important periods in our hijloiy* 

Preparing for the Prefs, in SIXTEEN VOLUMES, 

Price Six Guineas, half bound and lettered, a neiv Edition^ .yifith con(id6rable 

Additions, of The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, 

From the General Election ih 1774, to the Diflblution of Parliament in 
|'78o J revifed and collated with the Notes of feveral Members, and with 
the Journals ©f Parliament. 

((^ Thofe Noblemen and Gentlemen who may be pleafed to patronife 
' this Colledlion, are refpe6lfully intreated to tranfmit their Names to 
J. Debrett, or to their jefpedlive Bookfellers. No Money will be 

F:ceived till the Delivery of the Work, which will be immediately put to 
refs on the Receipt of ^50 Subfcribers. 

MiVTERNAL LETTERS to a Youno Lady, on her Entrance into 
JLife. ■ Pride ?s. 

** Tlbejk Letters contain much ivholefome advic^e on religious, moral, and pru- . 
^ential Jubje^s, expreffid in unaffeded language ; and they are very proper to be 
put into the hands of young females <when they leave the boarding -Jchool, to corre& 
the falfe notiomihvhich they are too apt to gather there, and to prepare t/fem fir 
^l^iflgt ^ith credit and advantage, the jnj^ important of all female r^lations-^ 

tbofe\)f a Wife an((MoAer," Monthly Rev. for Dec. 1795. 

ODES on 'PE AC?; and WAR, Written by many eminent and diC, 
tingiiiftied Perfbns. ' . • 

A VIEWoftheRELATIVESTATEof GREAT BRIT AIN*FRANCB» 
9X the Cgmniencem^nt of ilie Year 1 795. 3d edit. Price zs^d, j 
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lUvg^s Speeches, Addrejfes of both Houjes, Lords Protefis^ anS^ Standhg Orders of 
she Hottfe of Peers. 

A COLLECTION of KING'S SPEECHES, v?ith the MESSAGES to 
30TH HOUSES of PARLIAMENT, ADDRESSES by the LORDS and 
COMMONS, and the SPEECHES of the LORDS CHANCELLORS, 
jCEEPERS, &c. and SPEAKERS of the HOUSE of COMMONS; from 
the RESTORATION, in 1660, to the DISSOLUTION of PARLIA- 
MENT, itf 1 7 96 .—To which is added 

A COMPLETE and CORRECT COLLECTION of the LORDS PRO- 
TESTS, from the earlieft on Record, to 1796 ; an AUTHENTIC COP V^ of 
the STANDING ORDEI^S of the HOUSE of LORDS ; with RULES and 
STANDING ORDERS for applying and pafling BILLS for iticlofmg and 
draining of Lands, making Turnpike Roaas, Navigation, and Aqueducts, 
building Bridges, the more eafy Recovery of fmall Debts, paving Cities or 
Towns, ^nd other Purpofes ; the whole carefully collated with the Journal^ 
and Records of Parliament .-^In 3 very large vols, oftavo. 

A JOURNEY in the Year 1793, through Flanders, Brabant^ and 
Oermany, to Switzerland. By C. Este. Svo. Price 6s. in boards. 

-*« We recommend this Journey to the perufal of every one *who 'w'ljbssto acquire 
es perfpicuous and competent knowledge of the Countries that have fo frequend^,^ 
called up the.attention of Europe^ and nvere neifer mtnre tbajt at prefent the Objech, 
<iif general regard y / European Mag. Jan. 1795. 

The HIS TORY, PRINCIPLES, and PRACTICE, (Ancient and Mo- 
4ern) of the legal Remedy !>y Ejedlment, and the refulting Atlion for 
Mefne Profits; the Evidence (in general) necelfary to fuftain and defend 
them With an Appendix, illulfrative of the Subje6^. l^y Mr. SER- 
JEANT RUNNINGTON. One large 8vo. volume. Price 14s. boards- 

The NEW FOUNDLING HOSPITAL for WIT, and ASYLUM for 
JJ'UGITIVE PIECES ; beina a Collcaion of Fugitive Pieces in Profeand 
Vtrit. This Edition is confiderably improved and enlarged.; in which are 
inferted feveral curious Pieces by the Duke of Leeds, Marquis 1 ownfhend; 
Earls of Carlifle, Charlemont, Nugent, Buchan, Chefterfield, Cliatiiara, 
DelaWar; Lords Palmerfton, MuTgrave, Holland, Lyitelton, Harvey; 
night Hon. C.J. Fox, Gen. Fitzpatrick, C. York, H. Walpole: Counted 
Temple, Lady M. W. Montagu, Mrs. Greville, Mifs .Carter, Mifs Lenox^ 
Hon. T. Luttrell, Sir W. Draper, Sir J, Moore, Sir W. Joncs^ Sir W. 
Voung, Sir C. H. Williams ; Mr. Bite Dudley ; J. Wilkes, D. Garrick^ 
R.B. Sheridan, R. Tickell, J. Richardfon, G. Ellis, J. Courtenay, J.Hall 
Stevenfoh, Caleb Whiteford, G. Colman, R. Cutnberland, C. Anftey, W. 
Hayley, S. Jenyns, B. Thornton, Efqrs. Do6tors B. Franklin, Armftrong, 
Beattie; Capt. E. Thompfdn. All the Pieces by the Author of the HE^ 
ROIC EPISTLE to Sir W. CHAMBERS. 

ASYLUM for FUC^ITIVE PIECES, in Profe and Verfe, not in any . 
other Colieftion. Volume the 4th. 

The following is a Lift of Names, who are the Author^ of feveral of tho 
Pieces contained in this volume ; Earls of Carlille, Or ford, and Buchan ; 
Generals Conway and Burgoyne ; Governor Haftings 5 Sir Alexander 
Schomberg ; Dr. Trotter ; Meffrs. Sheridan, Courtenay, Tickell, Craw- 
ford, Keate, Siddons, Bate Dudley, Pye, Holcroft, Pder Pindar, Thomp. 
f«n, Berenger, Day, ThicknefTe, and Smart ; Mrs. Pio^i, Smith, WiU 
iiams. Knight, &c. &c. &c. Containing feveral •ieccs now firft printed, 
and many others, which have been circulated only amongll their refpe^ive 
Authors' Friends, or in the Circles of fuperior Lite, being principally whu 
ten by Perfons of Falhion. < Price 3s. fewed. The three tormef volumfes. 
Price 98. fewed. 1 

' **• The ASYLUiM is a Continuation of the FOUNDLING HOSPITAL 
for WIT, and is printed uniformly with that Work, which confifts of iiic 
Volumes, Price 1 8s. fewed. ^ 

Together they form the moft approved Collection of Fugitive Pieces 
that have appeared for many years. They commence with Siv 
Charles Hanbuiy Williams's Pieces, and continue* (in fome degree! 
Chronologicallyto the prefent time. ' 

^be whole 10 vols, m^y be had elegantly bound, price 2^, as. • 
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Afi HISTORICAL DISSERTATION upon the Origin, SufpenfioiC 
and Revival of the Judicamre and Independency of the Iriih Parliament ; 
urith a Narrative of the Tranfa^Hons in 1719, relative to the celebrated 
Declaratory Law ; extradled from tl)e Papers of the late £arl ot £gm«n^s 
and a Comment on his -Lord (hip's Opinion, upon the Legislative Union oi 
theie Kingdoms. To which are annexed, the Standing Orders of the Houfe 
oi LonU. Tranfcribed from a Copy printed by Authority the 1 ith of Feb. 
1790. By HERVEY, VISCOUNT MOUNTMORRES, F/-R.5. and 
M. R. LA. Price 3S.6d. 

The WORKS of JOHN HALL STEVENSON, Efq. containing Craxy 
Tales, Fables for Grown Gentlemen, Lyric Epiftles, Paf^oral Cordial, 
Kiftoral Puke, Macarony Fables, Lyric Conlolations, Moral Tales, 
Monkifli Epitaphs, Eflay on the King's Friends, ^c. &c. including feveral 
Poems, now firft printed from the original MSS. with Notes, and a 
Preface by the Editor ; illuftrated with a View of Crazy Ca (11^ and the 
ConAellation, engraved by Milton ; elegantly printed in Three Volumes, 
Imall t,vo. Price 15s. in bgRfds. . 

1>LANTING and RURAL. 0RNAME;NT. Being a Second Edition^ 
with large Additions, of Planting and Ornamental Gardening, 4 
pjra^icalTreatife. By Mr. Marshall. In a vols. 8vo. boards, 14s. 

ffSr 7^ Jddmotu confift cbiefy of PraQkal Remarks tn fltues that bctve been 
mf roved by difereni art{Ps\ tf minutes on tbe Author* s mxin pra^icey in place m 
^ dijferens natural characters \ of a claffieal arrangement of trees and firubs^ 
mgreeablj to the nrjfeffhfe heights f nuish remarks \n tie pronuneiation of the Lin^ 
mean terms^ iJtfhiciare accented in thisedition* 

THE RURAL ECONOMY of NORFOLK. Comprifmg the Ma. 
nagement of Landed Eflates, and the prefent Pradtice of Husbandry in that 
OwHty. By Mr. Marshall. The fecond Edition, in two vols. Price 
I2S. in boards. 

THE RURAL ECONOMY of the MIDLAND COUNTIES ; in- 
cluding the Management of Live Stock in Leicefteribire and its Environs ; 
together with Minutes of Agriculture and Planting in the Didri^^ of the 
Midland Station. By Mr. Marshall. In two very large vols. 8vo. 14s. 

THE RURAL ECONOMY of the WEST of ENGLAND ; including 
Drvoofbire and Parts oi Somerfetihire, Dorfetfhire, and Cornwall 4 together 
with Minutes in Pra6\ice. Bv Mr. Marshall; 1 vol. 8vo. 12s. boards. 

MEMOIRES fur la VIE' et le CARACTERE de Madame la DU- 
CHESSE DE POLIGNAC— Avec des Anecdotes IntereiTantes fur la Re* 
volution Francoise, Sc fur la Perfonne de MARIE- ANTOINETTE, 
Keime de France. Ecrites paV la Comtesse DIANE de POLIGNAC. 
Frkt zs, 6d. 

** This little Work nfightbeput nmtb ad*uantage into the hands of young Lfidief 
ntbo ate learning the French language. The interejl their fenfible hearts muft take 
tn the natratwe^ loould apimate and aUe*viau the troubles of overcoming the diffif 
euldes of the leJfon\ and they ivotdd contemplate more than one or fwo of the mofi 
wobU models of examples of female ejcceilence,'* English Rev. Jan. 1796*. 

A NARRATIVi^ of the BRITISH EMBASSY to CHINA, in the 
Years 1702, 17931 and 1794; containing a faithful, intereibng, and impar'-' 
tial Relation of ilie various Circumftances of the Embafiy : widi Accounts 
of the CUSTOMS and MANNERS of the CHINESE, and a Defcriptioa 
of the Country, Tow* , Cities, &c. &c. By iENEAS ANDERSON, 
then in the Service of his Excellency Earl Macartney, K^ B. Ambaf- 
Xj^dor from the King of Great Britain to the Emperor of China* 
^nd now Lieutenant in the Second Royal Manx Fencibles. A New 
Edition, being the third. In i vol. 8vo. Price 7s. in'boards. Dedtf 

cated toLoRoHEKRY Murray. Of whom may be had, a few remann- 

tng Copies ot the Quarto Edition, Price il. is. in boards. 

** we have travelled *uAth Mr, Anderfon through the 'whole of his volume ixntb 
great fatisfaBiony and *we do not hejitate to recommend the fame pUafure to others, 
'He may^ perhaps^ by fome^ be thought too minute in his defcriptions \ hut in an un» 
knovm cosmtty, 'which China may in a great degree he conjidered^^every circum- 
fance is important ; and in fitch a vjork as this, nubere tberf 'will necejarily be an 
eccaj^onai dearth of great objeils, or, at leaft, 'fwhere Juch obje^s *want tbatboltf 
variety 'which can be communicated to the page, trifles become inter^ing^ and a^di 
ihe general effe^ of the narratim."^-''^l£>\Xvoi^.^ir Mayj 1791. 
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